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Presisten?: Mr. R. BORCH Phone 42 8630: 
Vico-Prosident: Or. F. HASRAP Phona 301653 


rec 


Socrotery : Miss H. BURGESS Phone 
Treazurer: Mr. 5. REYNOLDS. Fhone 32772} 


Editor s thr. J. NETRERWAY, Phone 32 7296 


Meatings, as 2 specifed, ora held in the Adralntst vain ~ 
ion Building of Yhe Sehcol of Mines ant Indust 
lydierd Stteor South, Boliaret, commencing 
EXCURSIONS, AS SPECIFIER, COMMENTE 
CROCHERS, Car. STURT end’ ARMSTRONG S$ 
BALLARAT, AT V7.2 oar FOR FULL DAY OU 
Of AT }.3Gom FOR KALE BDAY. 


ELECTION OF OFFICE BEARERS : Members are reminded that, under our 
constitution, written nominations, including seconder, for all 
positions on the executive committee should be handed to the Secretary 
by the end of the February meeting. Committee consists of 10 members, 
including President, Vice-President, Secretary end Treasurer. 


OCEAN GROVE EXCURSION. Due to ill-health Mr. J. Wheeler is unable to 
lead this excursion. Mr. Owen Andrews will now lead the excursion — 
he has suggested that no barbeques be used. 


‘SKIPTON CAVES EXCURSION : Note the change of date to 15th March. 
A 50c donation to Skipton charities is requested at this excursion. 


EXCURSION/NEWS SHEET. Those members who would like to have the News 
Sheet posted to them a few days before meetings should hand in their 
names and $2.42 to the Secretary, the Treasurer or the Editor. 

The DONATION BOX on. the table helps with the cost of producing the 


news sheet and its postage to other Field Naturalists' Clubs. 


We are indebted to Mr. G. Hawley for the sketches on the front 
page of our News Sheet. His sketch this month features Trailing 
Goodenia (Goodenia lanata), our recently adopted club emblem. 


EXCURSION TO LERDERDERG 


Members of the Ballarat Field Naturalists' Club spent a delightful 
afternoon at Lerderderg. It was a clear day and the view from the 
Laughlin Lookout was quite good, though we had some trouble 
ascertaining the names of the various hills surrounding the lockout. 
The time there was not entirely spent looking at the view. Numerous 


species of plants were found, and one member even managed to find the ' 
elusive "Alexander" Beetle. 


4A further stop provided a scenic walk, which added quite a few species 


Qe 


to the list. These included Showy Parrot-pea, Large-leaf Bush Pea, 
Hazel Pomaderris, Bundled Guinea-flower, Swamp Isotome, Musk Daisy— 
bush, Prickly Currant-bush, Narrow-leaf Bitterpea, Tasman Flax—lily 
and the Swamp Goodenia. The undergrowth was lush and large clumps of 
mistletoe hung heavily from the branches of the Eucalypt trees. A 
Sacred Kingfisher was obliging and posed for the camera, and a flock 
cf crimson rosellas was seen from a distance. Other birds sighted 
included the Yellow-faced Honeyeater, Rufous Whistler, Shrike thrush, 
Golden Whistler, Red-browed Tree Creeper, White~browed Scrub Wren 

and White-naped Honeyeater. 


The final stop was at Nolan's Creek Picnic Area, which proved to be 
most enchenting with the creek meandering its way around the area. A 
.grey fantail's nest was found quite close to the road and, to the 
delight of the members watching, the birds arrived and proceeded to 
add material to the nest. 


This picturesque area, coupled with the lovely weather, proved to be a 
most fitting end to the year. Our thenks to Dr. Harrap for the most 


Antien eS ULE outing. G, Spicer 


DECEMBER ITEM ~ Messers P. & V.-Klapste. 


A lecture and spectacular slide display relating to "Birds and 
Photography" was presented at the December Meeting jointly by Messers 
Peter and Jerry Kiapste. 
Sequential frames were taken of common and less common _ species, from 
nesting stages through fledgling to adult birds, giving considerable 
information about growth and maturation of species. 
Another technique was demonstrated by many clear shots of birds in 
flight, against a background of sky. The sharpness and clarity of the 
images gave viewers the feeling that the birds were suspended in space, 
just above the camera. Backlighting from the sky often showed through 
the plumage lighting wingtips and tailfeathers creating an. impression 
of transpsrency and delicateness. 
Questions revealed that the photographs were captured with @ good 
quality camera and lens te achieve sharpness and clarity. Normal 
speeds are sufficient to achieve crispness. Hides were seldom used, 
but patience is essential. Nest shots often require climbing ability. 
Many members spoke to both the Messers Elapstes for considerable time 
after the meeting to glean further information about skills and 
techniques for their own use. 

f: ; R. Borch. 


GROWING A DOUBLE WAXFLOWER 
The interesting article "Growing e Double Waxflower", by Tom 
Patullo,«was recently published in "Whirrakee", the monthly 
newsletter of the Bendigo Field Naturalists' Club. Some of our 
members might like to try growing this beautiful native plant. 


"To grow and flower a double Waxflower in the garden seems to 
be the ambition of most gardeners who cultivate native plants, 
especially in the Bendigo area. 


There is evidence that in the early days the double form of 
Eriostemon verrucosus grew in a number of localities in the 


bushland around Bendigo; see "Early Reports of Double Waxflowers", 


an article written by the late F.C. Taylor, and published in the 
"Bendigo Naturalist" Yol.1, Sept. 1967. 


Of the lecations reported therein, there now remains only one 
known to the members of the Bendigo Field Naturalists Club, that 
one being on the private property of Mr. Semmens of Mandurang. 
This plant was fenced off some ninety years ago and is still 
thriving. The fence around it was renewed recently by club 
members with the approvel of the present Mr. Semmens. 


We believe that ‘the plants reported from ether locations have 
been removed by people who thought that they would look better 
in the garden than. in the bush. 


Luckily however, a number of keen botanists have been successful 
in propogating by cuttings from the Semmens plant, with the result 
that now a number of young plants become available from time to 
time from various, nurseries. There have been a number of reports 
of Waxflowers having up to eight petals, but the true double has 
up to thirty petals. 


Now let us discuss methods of growing one in our garden. I 
have been successful in two localities in doing this, first at 
Spring Gully and now at Maiden Gully. I have also seen it 
established back in natural surroundings in the bush on two 
occasions. However it is not easy to grow, and I have seen many 
failures. 


On both successful attempts at garden establishment I have used 
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a built-up garden, thus ensuring good drainage, which I 
think is essential. The next element would be the soil. 
On both occasions I have used natural bush soil, with 

some granite sand mixed in, and I have given a very light 
dressing of Blood and Bone each year, I have always given 
them sufficient water, never allowing them to dry out. 


‘On both occasions the plants have been close to large rocks, 


thus ensuring 2 cool root system, and from October to March, 
during the hot sommer, I rig up a Sarlon shade cloth over © 
them to protect them from the hottest of the sun. I claim 
this takes the place of the semi-shaded situations which 
they enjoy in the bush. 


I have three double waxflowers in my garden, all receiwing 
similar treatment to above. Two of them are doing very - 
poorly, while the third is a beautiful bush three feet 
across’ and some two feet high. This year it began to bloom 
in June and still has an occasional flower on it in the 
middle of October. Over that period it hes borne 

thousands of blooms. I cannot explain the difference. 


The two occasions I have seen it established back into 
natural surroundings are, firstly, in the Boronia patch 
at Diamond Hill, where Peter Ellis and I planted one 
about four years ago, and secondly, in the bush at the 
back of my Maiden Gully property, also abowt four years 
ago. On both these occasions the young plants were very 
slow to move, but appeared to be quite healthy. After 
some two years the one at Diamond Hill grew on well and 
flowered, while the other one flowered this year. 
Although a small plant it looks quite healthy and is 
making good growth now. 


I think it behoves all who cultivate our native plants, 
to try at least one Ericstemon verrucosus, double form, 
in the Bendigo area. We must not let this beautiful 
native flower die out.” 


Extraction from WCRLD WILDLIFE FUND AUSTRALIA. 
Newsletter No. 4. 


PROJECT 15 : "To determine ranges and status of Australia's 
rarest birds"... 


Object of the first search was the Plains-wanderer, 
Pedionomus torquatus, a small queil—like bird 15 cm high. 
Plains-wanderers are quite capable of flight but much prefer 
4o run away or crouch and hide from potential predators. 
These habits make it extremely difficult for ornithologists 
to locate them. The only reliable ways of doing so are by 
using trained game dogs or by driving across the plains at 
night. panning ahead with a spotlight. 


Plains-wanderers were quite common around the turn of the 
century in the grasslands west of Melbourne, even in the 
present Essendon and near Moonge Fonds where RAQU now has 
its headquarters, There has been a steady decline of the 
species in this region and by the 1960s Plainswanderers were 
being reported regularly from only one area of relatively 
undisturbed grassland amid e@ region largely given over to 
intensive cereal and livestock production. 


It appears that Plains-wanderers need grassland composed of 
a wide variety of plant species, probably to ensure 
sufficient seed to sustain them throughout the year. They 
also eat many insects. A week-long survey of the last 
undisturbed area of natural grassland near Melbourne 

failed to locate any Plains-wanderers. But Mr. Bennett 
did find a Plains-wanderer on & property west of Griffith, 
N.S.W. 


Reports from observers give a fairly reassuring picture on 
the status of the Pleins-wanderer: . it is still widely. 
spread in- the interior of south-eastern Australia but 
certainly not in the numbers it used to be. Its future 
depends on the preservation of large areas of lightly 
grazed natural grassland. 


The search is being headed by ornithologist Simon Bennett, 
aided by volunteers and supported by the Royal Australian 


Ornithologists Union. It is being financed by.a grant of 
$33,400, by the Bank of New South Wales. 
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